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DENISE CALDWELL

Hair & Beauty

AYLESHAM
WINTER 2021/22

THE KENT
MEDAL was
awarded to David
Miller (left), for
services to the
Fire Service and
recognition for
his charity work.
David has run 11
London Marathons.
The medal was
also for remaining
positive and helping
others at Aylesham
Fire Station while
battling cancer.
In December 2022
David will have
completed 40 years
service at Aylesham.

“

We are friendly it’s just
the way we are! We want
all of our customers to feel
welcome and at ease.”
Unit 1, Ackholt Road,
Aylesham CT3 3AJ

01304 842034
ﬁnd us on Facebook

caldwells_hairandbeauty

Dal’s Laundry
Service

Collection & Delivery
available from £5

Tue–Fri: 9.30am-5pm
Sat: 9.30am-3pm
Closed Sun and Mon

01304 842299
Check our

page for offers

62 Market Place,
Aylesham CT3 3DZ
Cash payment only, please.
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✩ Washing
✩ Packaging
✩ Hanging shirts
✩ Ironing
✩ Builder’s
Laundry
✩ Workmen’s clothes

0777
250 8884
Card payment accepted.

Aylesham’s

SNACK
BOX
Next door to the Post Oﬃce

62 MARKET PLACE

IN TOUCH

GUIDE
VIL LA GE

COMMUNITY
nnn

HELPLINES
nnn

BUSINESS
Aylesham In Touch is delivered FREE
to 3,000 letterboxes in Aylesham. If
for some reason we have missed you,
OR if you would rather not receive
the magazine in future please email
ayleshamintouch@gmail.com
COVER IMAGE
courtesy of
Lee O’Sullivan
dronesdeep.com

This edition of
Aylesham In Touch
was put together by
Carina Jarvie (left)
and Jon Flaig (right)

AYLESHAM CT3 3DZ

Order by phone to
receive a discount
(cash payments only)

01304 448822
OPENING HOURS:
Tue to Sat 9.30am to 3pm
Closed Sunday & Monday

Published by

Aylesham Hub
Ltd
ayleshamhub@gmail.com

©2022. Published by Aylesham Hub Ltd - a community co-operative. Registered Office: 2 Aylesham Road, Snowdown CT15 4JN

We are now online with news updates and local listings:

ayleshamintouch.com
Thank you to all these organisations for help and support

CARD PAYMENTS ACCEPTED

AyleshamSnackBox
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snowdown

CANARY
taking a birdseye view .

Crowds
return to
remember

St Peter’s
Heather –
thanked
with pride
HEATHER
RATCLIFF (far left)
winner of the Pride
of Aylesham award
at October’s very,
very wet Carnival

Here come the Sunshiners

Capped With Success
THIS great picture was sent to us from the Rugby Club’s
90th celebration event: “Snowdown Colliery Welfare
Rugby Club caps were presented to John Rhodes,
Duncan Moses, and Dave Henderson for services to the
club. The energy, passion and commitment all three of
these stalwarts of the club has reflected on how the club
is run today.”
BELOW: The club lines up on the field to mark
90 great years
Thanks to Budgie for the pictures

A GREAT turnout from the
village to mark this year’s
Remembrance Sunday.
All the churches came together
for the event alongside parish and
district councillors, the Scouts,
veterans’ groups and many who
just came along to observe the
procedings with respect.

THE Sunshiners are “an independent, self sustainable,
nonprofit, over 50s social group. All the Sunshiners team
are volunteers, doing this for the benefit of the over 50s in
Aylesham and surrounding communities.”
9th December – Thursday 7pm till 9.30pm
SING ALONG NIGHT
£2 pp price includes hot beverages cake and biscuits
Free transport available but must be booked in advance
contact 07852451073
21st December – Tuesday • 7pm till 10pm
ELVIS TRIBUTE NIGHT
£10pp price includes • Buffet hot beverages
Free transport available but must be booked in advance
Tickets are now available to reserve or purchase by
contacting 07852451073
20th January – Thurs BINGO NIGHT
7pm till 9.30pm
All at St Finbarrs Catholic Church, Aylesham

Support Porchlight
CONGRATULATIONS to the St. Joseph’s
Catholic School for their presentation to
Porchlight Charity which is a local charity
that supports the homeless.
The students along with their parents as
well as staff members pooled together in
donating groceries and amenities to the
charity this afternoon.

Many thanks...
SINCE our last edition we have secured funding from
both Dover District Council (£1,400) and Aylesham
Parish Council who have backed us with a fantastic
£1,000. Thanks again to all!

Aylesham
Parish
Council

workshop trust ad
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VILLAGE EVENTS WINTER SEASON

MACS CARS
Family Business Est. 2016

PRIVATE HIRE
•
LOCAL AND
LONG DISTANCE
SPECIALISTS
•

“Many thanks to the community in
Aylesham and surrounding villages
for your support”

NAJ

Indian Takeaway
Opening Hours

Open 6 days a week:
5pm to 10pm

CLOSED MONDAYS

01304 840 216

For updates see ayleshamintouch.com

How the
Memorial
Christmas
Tree took
root

THE community Christmas story was
started many years ago by Robert Williams.
It started as a small tree in the grounds of the sweet shop in
the market square.
Its purpose was for the villagers who couldn’t get to the
crematorium for memorial times, this was a place they could
come at Christmas to think of their lost loved ones.
CELEBRATION
Over the years, and with the help of Aylesham 4 Aylesham,
the celebrations grew to what it is now. Each year the tree lights
up the Market Square and people of the village can come and
place a memorial bauble on the tree.

10 Market Place, Aylesham,
Canterbury CT3 3EY
www.najtakeaway.co.uk

07594 998 468

FREE DELIVERY
On orders over £15.00
3 mile radius

10% DISCOUNT
On collected orders
over £15.00

Reflexology is a holistic,
non-invasive treatment that
complements other therapies as
well as modern medicine.
Relax and enjoy reflexology with a
trained Reflexologist, accredited with
the Reflexology Association.

07542 763141
Angel Feet Reﬂexology
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Aylesham Village Community Matters
So you don’t miss out make sure you track Santa
on our Facebook page – Track Santa Aylesham &
surrounding villages.

Santa and team are back!
2021 WILL BE EVEN BIGGER and better than ever
before, with Mrs Claus, Rudolf and more elves joining
Santa – and three villages will join the route after many
requests last year.
3,000 goody bags have been made by an amazing
team of volunteers and each child will receive a goody
bag from Santa’s elves.
Between the 1st and 18th December the Sleigh
will be traveling around: Aylesham, Adisham,
Snowdown, Woolage, Nonnington, Eythorne and
Elvington.

RATLING
SOCIAL CLUB

Christmas & New Year
Sat 11

DECEMBER
Up To Snow Good

Drum & Bass Night

Sun 12 Barry Goss
Fri 17

- 60s, 70s

Paul Messenger -

Reggae

Christmas Eve - to be arranged
Boxing Day Disco - 12 -16yrs

New Year’s Eve - M3 - 60s, 70s
New Year’s Day Disco 2-16yrs
www.ratlingclub.co.uk
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Snowdown Back in Harmony

Our next big concert is on 11th December
at the Goodwin Academy. We are joining
forces with the Deal Brass Academy to
raise much-needed funds for the Martha
Trust. Tickets will be available by phoning
01304 610488. For more details, go to www.
marthatrust.org.uk/christmasgala. Tickets
will also be available from band and choir
members.

In partnership with Aylesham Carnival Association,
the Santa sleigh aims to raise money for the Rural East
Kent Community First Responder team. This is part of
the South East Coast Ambulance Service. Two chosen
charities will benefit – Bechange Community Hub and
The Rising Sun Domestic Violence and Abuse service,
in honour of the work of Julia James.
The Santa sleigh and team are sponsored by APSaccident and repair centre and A&S Event services.

Rowan, Aylesham Community First Responder

Singing is good for the soul and is
incredibly therapeutic, so why not give it a
try?

Aylesham & District Community
Workshop Trust – Grants Awarded

The following community groups have successfully
applied for grants from:

KENT COMMUNITY COALFIELD FUND
Aylesham Majorettes .................................. £1,528
Tilmanstone Welfare Bowls ...................... £1,396
Eythorne & Elvington Primary PTA ........ £2,121
Aylesham4Aylesham .................................. £1,550
Light up the Square for Christmas fund
Tilmanstone Welfare Club ........................ £2,268
Betteshanger Welfare Cricket Club ............. £864

FEELING THE BENEFIT: singing is good for the heart
and soul

Having started back on 6th
September, Covid is way behind
us (hopefully) and we are getting
back up to speed.

Introduction to Beekeeping Course

We were delighted to attend the
Snowdown Rugby Club’s recent anniversary
celebration having been invited to lead the
usual singsong that rugby clubs are famous
for. I believe a few beers were supped and a
good time had by all.

Relax and Refresh Come along to these

Since then, we performed in the
Canterbury Festival on 23rd September
and on 13th November in St Pauls Church,
Canterbury with the Ashford Invicta Singers
for a joint concert. That was a thrilling
experience for the choir as we realise that
we are on our way back from the extended
enforced layoff.

A DATE WITH ASPIRE

For complete beginners, teaching the basic
skills and understanding to get started and
where to get further support. Places will be
limited, so please contact Bechange as soon as
possible to register your interest.
Thursdays from 20th January to 24th
February 2022 (times tbc)
taster sessions, to stretch and relax the mind
and body – booking essential.
10th & 17th December 1.30pm to 2.30pm

Enquiries for both activities, please
call 01304 840134 or email
enquiries@bechange.org.uk

We meet every Monday at St Finbarr’s
Church, Aylesham at 7.30 pm. No
experience necessary, just a desire to get
involved and sing.
We will help you all the way. If you are
keen to give it a go, contact profficer@
snowdown-choir.co.uk or 07590 916574
for more information.

We are also looking forward to making
a contribution at the Aylesham4Aylesham
Christmas Lights switch on, on 4th
December to be followed by the carol
singing on 18th December. The Snowdown
Band will also be involved in both of these
events.
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Dancing in the rain
brings Carnival joy
AYLESHAM
Carnival was due
to happen this
year on Saturday
2 October.

Mondays 10am - 2pm
at Aylesham Baptist
Renew61 wellbeing cafe is a
shared inclusive space where you
can come as you are and find
friendship and support.
People come for many reasons;
some struggle with ill mental
health, some have lost loved
ones, some feel a bit lonely and
isolated, some just want to come
and be creative with others.
We try to follow the 5 ways to
wellbeing; connect, be active,
take notice, give, keep learning.
It is fine to...
• Come with a friend
• Pop in for a little bit
• Come and be yourself
• Contact us beforehand ayleshambaptist@gmail.com
What can you expect when you
come to renew61?...
• A warm welcome
• Lots of tea & coffee
• Crafts, puzzles, games,
colouring
• Friendship & support
• A non-judgemental
atmosphere

Aylesham Baptist Church
Dorman Avenue South
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Volunteers needed
Renew 61 at Aylesham Baptist
Church and Bechange Community
Hub are looking for local volunteers
to be involved in helping people in
the local community.
The roles are separate
volunteer posts, however the two
organisations recognise that they
can achieve better outcomes by
working together.
If you are interested in either of
these volunteer roles please contact
us at enquiries@bechange.org.
uk for a Volunteer Role Description
for the role you are interested in
or speak to Laura Moncaster at
the Baptist Church and/or Lesley
Farbrace at Bechange Community
Hub.
n Baptist Church – Aylesham
Wellbeing Champion: You will
volunteer as part of a team who
provide advice and signposting over
the phone and where necessary face
to face to a diverse range of people.
n Bechange Community Hub –
Family Community Champion:
You will work with the community
to gather information about
activities and services they would
like to see at the hub, as well as
support families to access services.

Unfortunately due
to the heavy rain and
high winds the decision
was made for everyone’s
safety to cancel this
years parade. This was a
huge blow to everyone
that worked so hard on
setting up this event.
We did carry on with
our fun fair and fete for
the morning and also
held our Queens lunch at St.Peter’s
Church where we hosted all of
the courts from the local area and
beyond.
Musicians played, the newly
re-formed Aylesham Majorettes
also put in a performance. The
wonderful Panash Steel Orchestra
had travelled all the way from
Croydon and also put on an
impromptu performance for us
outside of St.Peters Church - our
court got into the carnival spirit
and danced in the rain!
Earlier in the day we awarded
our Pride of Aylesham Award.
The pride of Aylesham awards are
special to us, we feel it is really
important for our court to give
thanks and show recognition
to those in the community
that we would really not be the
same village without. There are
too many wonderful people to
mention.

The Pride of Aylesham Award
2021 was awarded to Heather
Ratcliffe - a very well deserved
recipient (see page 5).
We thank everyone for all of
their nominations, they were very
heartfelt and reminded us of all
the lovely people we have in our
community. All nominations
received a certificate.
Aylesham Carnival will
also be holding our annual
Lantern parade on Saturday 4th
December working alongside
Aylesham4Ayleshams Christmas
light switch on event.
Finally we must mention our
court of 2020/21 - they have had a
difficult 2 year reign, but they have
remained wonderful ambassadors
for our village and have worked
hard attending events, making
lanterns, being involved in various
different projects to help raise
awareness for Aylesham Carnival.
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Bechange

Bechange Diary
l MONDAYS l
DROP-IN SERVICE

Community Hub

It’s the CAMERADOS
Public Living Room

“Always a friendly face, and the kettle’s on ...”
CAMERADOS – Wednesdays 2-4pm and Fridays 10am-1pm.

GET CREATIVE
WITH BECHANGE
THIS CHRISTMAS

THE good times continue in our
Camerados Public Living room, with
now 2 sessions a week.
CAMERADOS is a space for people
to be alongside each other, with no
agenda or pressure. Come along
and enjoy a cuppa and a chat,
Wednesdays 2-4pm and Fridays
10am-1pm.
The Friday session runs alongside our
popular upcycling group that is now
back! There is no need to book, just
pop along and pull up a chair. There
is always a friendly face to greet you,
and the kettle is always on.
Nicky - CAMARADOS

IT’S NEVER TOO EARLY to think about
Christmas, especially if you don’t want
to miss out on taking part in a festive
workshop!
Bechange are holding two festive Craft sessions in
association with Kent Adult Education.
These craft sessions will allow you to head home with
your very own hand-made decorations, so why not pop
along and join us on:
Wednesday 1st December (10.00am – 12.00pm),
where you can try your hand at making decorative felt
trees – they would look perfect as a centre piece on any
table.
Wednesday 15th December (10.00am – 12.00pm),
Mason Jar craft ideas are a favourite way to decorate for
the holidays. So put leftover jars to good use, they are
the perfect item for making Christmas decorations.
Remember at Bechange the kettle is always on, so
come along, get crafty, have a cuppa and enjoy!

To book a place or for more information,
please ring 01304 840134
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Our experienced team can offer assistance on a range of
matters inc Benefits, Debt, Housing and Employment 10am - 12pm

ASPIRE GARDENING

with Rachel - learn more about gardening and
the Aspire project - 10am - 2pm

HEALTH WALK

Get walking and join our small team on short 30 mins stroll,
it’s free simply turn up and join in - 11am for 11.15am start

l TUESDAYS l
ASPIRE - GET WORKING

Gain skills, confidence, and move towards employment. For
more information, please ring
01304 840134 - 12pm - 3pm

AYLESHAM ARTS CLUB

- Meets fortnightly. No experience necessary, no need to

book - First session £2.00 and an easy membership scheme.
Materials included.
Call 01304 840134 for dates - 3.30pm - 5.00pm

l WEDNESDAYS l
DROP-IN SERVICE

Our experienced team can offer assistance on a range of
matters inc Benefits, Debt, Housing and Employment 10am - 12pm

Merry Christmas
MESSAGES

Wishing my family
and friends a Happy
Christmas and a Happy
New Year

Joan Theobold

We would like to wish
my family and friends a

Happy Christmas
and a Happy New Year
From Carol and Liam,
Burgess Road

CAMERADOS

- Come and join us in a public living room, a no

agenda space, be yourself alongside others, a warm and
welcoming place where you can just sit and chat to other
peopleCamerados meets: Weds afternoon, 2pm - 4pm

l THURSDAYS l
CRAFTS FOR CAUSES CLUB

Do you love crafting and getting together with friends? Why not
combine the two activities and join our crafting club? No experience
necessary. Please ring 01304 840134 to book - 10.30am - 12pm

GAMES AND PASTIMES

All welcome from beginners to experienced players
10.00am – 12.00pm

l FRIDAYS l
DROP-IN SERVICE

Our experienced team can offer assistance on a range of
matters inc Benefits, Debt, Housing and Employment 10am - 12pm

CAMERADOS

- Come and join us in a public living room, a no agenda
space, be yourself alongside others, a warm and welcoming
place where you can just sit and chat to other people - No
need to book
Camerados meets: Friday mornings, 10am-12pm

UPCYCLING GROUP

Why not come and join a group of people who enjoy making
something out of nothing.
Please ring 01304 840134 to book - 10am - 12.30pm

Merry Christmas
& Happy New year to all
my family and friends
Love,
Olive Blackwell
Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year
From Stoke on Trent
To all my family and friends
Love Jill & John
Dunkley xx
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‘In My Humble Opinion’

Let’s talk sewage...
FOR the second time in a row,
MPs have voted to allow water
companies (like Southern Water)
to dump raw sewage into rivers
and seas across the country.
In 2020, a number of discharges occurred in
the Rover Dour in Dover and directly into the sea
in both Deal and Dover.
But how does this affect us in Aylesham?
Clearly, visiting the beaches locally is going to
be rather less pleasant with human waste lapping
at your feet. But also, large scale developments
put further strain on already overstretched and
limited waste services.

by parish council
member Jamie
Pout writing
in a personal
capacity

up into houses around Freddie’s field, which will
only get worse with further developments being
planned for the future.
NO CAPACITY
Southern Water have admitted that little to no
work has happened in Aylesham recently so the
system is at breaking point and suggested in their
response to the draft local plan that Aylesham has
no additional capacity.
In addition, the Dambridge waste treatment
site in Wingham, which serves a population of
approximately 17,000 people including Aylesham,
was highlighted as a sticking point for new
development back in 2005 with the published
Aylesham master plan.

Current planning policy means that
substandard waste infrastructure that has
no spare capacity is not grounds for refusing
planning consent.
CROSSING THE
TRACK: sewage
concerns on
Freddie’s field
The red line shows
the path from the
village down towards
Dambridge

In essence, developers can build housing
in areas with known issues and long standing
problems, such as Aylesham.
The waste pipes in Aylesham already mean that
a mix of storm water and human waste can back

MARGATE BEACH PROTEST: catching the
tide of public opinion

ON FOOT
2022

So, water companies are paying millions of
pounds to executives and share holders whilst
leaving widespread infrastructure problems and
headaches for homeowners.

If they’re happy to dump raw
sewage into rivers and seas with the
subsequent environmental disaster,
why would they care about waste
infrastructure in Aylesham?

Do you have an idea for a story, or would you like to comment on what you’ve seen in the
magazine? Write to us via email: ayleshamintouch@gmail.com
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AYLESHAM

an Aylesham In Touch campaign for 2022
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love the sky, the big clouds, the mist that makes me think on this occasion eye
OK so I don’t see the birds, I don’t see the sea in the distance, but what I do ex

aylesham on foot

an Aylesham In Touch
for but
2022
This pandemiccampaign
has not been easy for anyone
it has given me the time to go

Walking is
great for
Mind, Body
and Spirit

Sun-warmed
rocks and the cold of Bleaklow’s frozen sea
By Snowdown
Canary
I LOVE
OUTDOORS.
It’s not
The snow and the
windWALKING
and rain of
hills and mountains
DURING the lockdowns and
just
exercise,
but
a
time
to
get
my
Days in the sun and the tempered wind and thethoughts
air like wine
together, to feel peace with the world. But,
COVID19 restrictions many
usdrink and
Andof
you
you drink till you’re drunk on the joy of livin
given my limited vision and living on my
gave up on regular walking.
own, how do I find my way around?
Indeed, there was a time when we‘The
wereJoy of Living’ by Ewan MacColl and
Luckily for me I have my trusty guide dog Berry.
Peggy
restricted to how long we could be out
andSeeger
about.

I shall be forever grateful.

Stepping out with some great company Heading on out

It is so easy to lose the habit of using our
legs for exercise, enjoyment and for the simple
necessity of getting about.

You don’t have
to go far, but just
taking a brisk ten
minute walk a
day can help you
greatly.
Some of the benefits
of walking are: it helps
you burn calories,
strengthen the heart,
eases joint pain,
improve your mood
and boost your energy.
Getting healthy, starts
with the first step. Even
if its walking around the
house!
Carina

It was with this in mind, and the need to regain
muscle strength and stamina, that I joined one of
the weekly Health Walks organised by NHS One
You and Aspire, from Bechange on Ackholt Road.

Ours is a special partnership. Like all guide dogs
she is trained to take me on specific routes like
to the shops or train station. This is different. We
have to trust each other especially as I don’t keep
her on her harness on footpaths. I want her to be
able to stop and enjoy all the smells.
I plan our route by
looking at the OS map
with my magnifying glass
and memorising the
details. Apps don’t give
me enough information.
Then we set out. We
make lots of mistakes
because footpaths are
never quite how you
imagine they are going
to be.

Not knowing what to expect, I turned up
and found the troop of pedestrians discussing
whether it would be a short or long, easy or a
little more challenging route.
It was decided to go a little easy (to my relief!),
and we set off – led by Berry the guide dog and
her person, Sue.

ON FOOT ROUTE 1

n Start and Finish at the Leisure Centre
n Down Spinney Lane and right along the
back of the woods
n Take the footpath through Spinney
Woods, and then down Pound Lane
towards Womenswold
n Turn left up the bridleway, back towards
the Leisure Centre on Spinney Lane

“A shortish, gentle walk”

Aylesham Walkie Talkies

Meet every Wednesday at 4pm in the Market Square.
We walk for about 1 hour, nothing strenuous. Everyone welcome.
16

She and I explore the beautiful countryside around
Dover and Canterbury together.

Please find us on
Facebook or call
07766 406 020 for
more info

As we headed for Hyde Place, our numbers
grew to around a dozen souls. We were gently
stewarded by the walk leader, Teela of OneYou
working with Aspire, who made sure we followed
the Highway Code.
Any worries that I would be left behind by the
more experienced walkers were quickly dispelled
as we had some support and encouragment from
another Sue, who kept us going at the back.

Why shoul
Sometimes there seems to be more than
one
people
get d
track. Berry is brilliant at finding the right one. She
ofwalkliving
is also good at finding the best bits ofjoy
path to
on when it’s rained and everywhere is muddy. I
just follow her.

This column is an extract
from a new book published
by the YHA, to which Sue
was a contributor.
The full text is available
online.

We walked up Milner then eventually ended up
back at Bechange for a cup of tea and a chat.
Indeed the best thing I got out of this walk
was meeting some new people, and a couple of
old friends for some good conversation.
n HEALTH WALK - get walking and join
our small team on short 30 mins stroll.
it’s free, simply turn up and join in – 11am
for 11.15am start, then join us back at
Bechange for refreshments.

Sue Bott CBE, Aylesham

NEW BOOK out now

SUE is a lifelong
disability rights
campaigner. She is
registered blind and
is Chair of Aylesham
Workshop Trust.

Google: Outside Voices YHA
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aylesham on foot

an Aylesham In Touch campaign for 2022

So, why aren’t we walking more?
THE COP 26 climate change
meeting in Glasgow is a reminder
for us all to think about our
activities as human beings, and
how they contributes to climate
change.

this piece is not about motorised transport but nonmotorised transport like walking.

Road transport accounts for 17% of global emissions,
and these emissions are rising faster than any other
sector.

Aylesham is a small village but with a rapidly
growing population. Though I am eagerly anticipating
the Census 2021 data to be released by late Spring 2022,
we have seen an increasing number of new homes being
built and an increasing number of cars on our streets.

TRAVEL
Let’s think about our travel behaviour and see what
minor changes we can make to reduce these emissions.
Decarbonisation of the transport sector would create a
cleaner and healthier future for everyone.
Though electric vehicles are being presented as a
viable option to reduce global emissions, the focus of
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We need to think again about walking as a mode of
travel to get from one point to another. The questions
remains: why aren’t we walking more and what are the
challenges and limitations for getting round our village
on foot?

ENVIRONMENT

We might think we are small, but indeed greenhouse
gases are being emitted in the village.
So, what can we do? What small measures can
we take in protecting the village, in protecting our
environment?

By
Emmanuel
Mogaji
How about if we
increase the number of
times we walk instead
of using our cars? This piece is a personal reflection and
a call for action. I have a car, and I drive, but I am also
thinking of reducing my carbon footprint.

BENEFITS
How about trying to walk to Sunshine Corner
nursery to drop my child in nursery, walking to Coop
to get bread and milk, walking to the Surgery for an
appointment or to the Leisure Centre for a church
service?
I recognise that we have different personal and
health reasons for not walking, but we all need to be
aware of the benefits of walking.

What can we do?
1. We should make a conscious effort to walk to
facilities around us – school, shops, leisure centre.
2. We need to make the walking path clear and safe
for those who choose to walk. Please do not park on
the walkway, be responsible. Remember those who are
using scooters, children and the disabled. You don’t
want them to go on the road and put themselves in
danger.
3. As the days are getting darker, please use reflective
straps, a jacket, or light to make yourself visible and be
safe. Long term, we ultimately need to ensure the village
has a well-lighted path and CCTV to reassure people
further to walk.
I believe we can make these small efforts; we are a
small village, and we need to do our bit to improve
the climate and, notably, the quality of the air we
breathe.
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steps to
HEALTHIEa
R
Happy
New Yea
r

MOVE MORE
– find something
active that you
enjoy

 
       
            
   
      
      
        
     


    

DRINK MORE
WATER
– drink a glass of
water with every
meal

EAT WELL
– a ‘rainbow’ of
seasonal produce –
red cabbage,
carrots, parsnips,
leeks, kale, swede,
apples, pears and
winter squash

SLEEP WELL
Try to get enough
sleep – most people
need around eight
hours. Stick to a
regular bedtime and
wake at the same
time every day

KEEP IN
CONTACT
– phone a friend,
meet for a coffee,
join a club, join
ASPIRE

        

Aspire is co-funded by
the European Regional
Development Fund

MAKE 2022
THE YEAR OF
POSITIVE CHANGE
IF YOU’RE over 18 and would like to feel a little
better about life, to improve your health and
your job prospects, contact us to find out how
ASPIRE can help.
n Please call 01304 840134 or email
enquiries@bechange.org.uk

n Check out our Facebook page Aspire East Kent where
you can find out what’s on and message us directly.

A BIT OF
WHAT YOU
FANCY
DOES YOU
GOOD

BUT not too much! It’s
tempting to over-indulge
at this time of the year but
be aware of what you’re
eating. Here are a few of
the nation’s favourite festive
foods, what’s in them and
how long you would have
to walk for to burn off the
calories.
JOIN the ASPIRE/
NHS Health Walks

11.15am every Monday morning starting at Bechange.
Phone us on: 01304 840134
n Email enquiries@bechange.org.uk
n Facebook @AspireProjectEastKent

n ONE Tesco’s

Finest mince pie –
260 calories, 10g fat, 23g
sugar
– 1 hour walk
n Dairy Milk

advent calendar 90g

– 482 calories, 28g fat,
50g sugar

– 1¾ hour walk
n Terry’s Milk

Chocolate Orange
157g –

816 calories, 44g fat, 92g
sugar

– 3 hour walk

n KP Dry Roasted
Peanuts 250g – 1485
calories, 117g fat, 13g
sugar

– 5 hour walk
n After Eight

Mints 300g box –

1296 calories, 40g fat,
199g sugar

– 4½ hour walk
20
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SNOWDOWN PARK

SUSTAINABLE

If the plans for the site – to be renamed
Snowdown Park - get the go-ahead, it looks as
though all those boxes will be ticked – and more.
The old buildings will be sensitively
transformed into 22 artisan shops and
workshops, attracting bakers, chocolatiers, gin
distillers and silversmiths. A Honeybee Research
Centre will be an international educational
institution focusing on the challenges facing the
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In a further ambitious move, engineers are
looking into the possibility of supplying the
energy for the site using heat recovered via heat
pumps from the mine shafts.

Ay

Ac

E

PUB AND RESTAURANT

Fri

Beyond the busy business units, shops, pub
and restaurants, the existing open space will be
devoted to wildlife, with a country-park feel.

Ay

Phase Two of the development will see 40 eco- SNOWDOWN PARK developing plans
lodges nestling into the existing woodland for
holidaymakers built in the shape of – you guessed
Drop-in between listed times
it! – honeycomb hexagons. A green gym, plant
to see the plans and ask any
nursery and event space also follow in Phase Two.

The vision will see the historic colliery
buildings restored to create a thriving bustle
of artisan shops, food outlets a pub, affordable
homes and eco-retreats in the wildlife-rich
surroundings. The entire, unique development is
inspired by the honeybee!

“I wanted to achieve a number of goals,” said
Mr Murfet. “To create local employment and
training in low-carbon, sustainable building
techniques; encourage local business; provide
a truly affordable rental housing scheme create
a buzzy national destination in Kent that will
be a lot of fun - and lastly, help my beloved
honeybees.”

E

Tues

housing, creating training opportunities in a
quickly growing industry,” said Mr Murfet.

EXTRAORDINARY plans for
a unique, climate-friendly
development of the Snowdown
Colliery Site are being revealed
to residents for the first time
this month – and the exciting
development in Snowdown is
being hailed as a ‘world first’.

The bold idea is the brainchild of Kent
entrepreneur, environmentalist and beekeeper,
Patrick K Murfet - director of Snowdown Park
Ltd.

DROP-IN TO SEE OUR PLANS FOR THE OLD COLLIERY SITE AND HA

PATRICK K MURFET Bee revolutionary

health of bees and other pollinators.
Nearby will be The Bee Yard: two linked
buildings in the shape of honeycomb hexagons,
celebrating bee-based products from delicious
local honey to candles and cosmetics.
The approach to housing is also remarkable.
Mr Murfet has been inspired both by new
building techniques and the philosophy of
philanthropist Joseph Rowntree, who created
community housing to alleviate, not worsen,
social issues.
AFFORDABLE
Thus priority access to the 39 planned homes
will be given to workers on Snowdown Park at
affordable rents - not sold to the highest bidder.
The buildings themselves are destined to be
“engineered housing” made using cutting-edge,
eco-friendly techniques on site.
“We plan to be at the forefront of the
revolution from pre-fabricated to engineered

VISIONARY
When the outline plan for the site, located
between Dover and Canterbury just off the A2,
came before Dover District Council in 2018
the then-leader, Cllr Keith Morris described it
as “a visionary project…driving new jobs and
opportunities.”
The site has been derelict since the colliery
closed in 1987. Mr Murfet has been working with
the freeholder, The Plumptre Trust and the Coal
Authority for seven years to turn Snowdown Park
into this ‘hive’ of economic - and fun - activity.
Now it’s your chance to take a look and have
your say.
n See the invitation to the public
consultation sessions in November and
December (right) or visit

www.snowdownpark.co.uk

AYLESHAM IN TOUCH made this space
available for the project to introduce their
plans. We hope to cover all angles in future
editions

Ac

M

Satu
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questions

Ay

NONINGTON VILLAGE HALL
Easole Street, CT15 4HA
TUESDAY 30 NOVEMBER
5pm-7pm

Ac

Dr
tim

For more info. contact Melodie:
Phone: 01227 832227.
Email: melodie@bee-equipment.co.uk
Visit: www.snowdownpark.co.uk

AYLESHAM COMMUNITY
PROJECT
Ackholt Rd, CT3 3AJ
THURSDAY 2 DECEMBER
1pm-4pm
FRIDAY 3RD DECEMBER
4pm-7pm
SATURDAY 4 DECEMBER
10am-1pm

For more info. contact Melodie
Phone: 01227 832227
Email: melodie@bee-equipment.co.uk
Visit: www.snowdownpark.co.uk
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From the
pages of

The spirit of a 1960s Christmas

EARLIER this month,
whilst in the Cooked With
Love cafe at the Aylesham
Project, we were handed
a great big bag full of files
with a great collection
of back copies of the
Aylesham & District News.
Carol Nash was a dedicated member of
the delivery team and we thank her so
much for this resource.
In future editions of this magazine we will
publish extracts from the past to help tell
the story of the village from the pages of
the newsletter.			
AIT Team

No. 6 Dec 2001

Aylesham Home & Pet Supplies

Caring for all your
pet needs – from the
food to flea
treatments!
Or just a chat about
your pet – we are here
for you.
We offer a price
promise on all the pet
foods.

If you can’t find it in stock, we will try and get it for you.

66 Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3DZ
Phone: 01304 447767
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Dec 2001

THE morning air is still and cold. Frost
lays heavy on the hedges as shimmering
white diamonds on each side of the
rugged gitty path that paves my way from
the unkept houses of Cornwallis to the
more dignified Kings Road.

Weeks and weeks of preparation for the
important school concert.

I exhale puffs of imaginary cigarette smoke
from my mouth and cover my ears with my
hands. I had taken off the head scarf, that my
mum had so lovingly tied and insisted I wear, and
promptly stuffed it in my pocket as soon as I was
out of sight.

The turkey, that had been hanging in the
butchers window, was now cooked, dressed and
ready to be devoured.

The bare skin between my long socks and
winter coat was red and chapped. Over my arm I
carried a large tartan shopping bag. I could hear
the tinkling of bottles from the milk cart across
the street. Some dogs barking and a couple of lads
yelling as they mounted their bikes.

Off we’d go with Dad and tickets in hand,
ready to receive our prize. Father Christmas was
there handing out the unwrapped gifts, it never
occurred to us that he should have been back in
the North Pole by then!

It looked like an ordinary morning on the
streets of Aylesham, but this day was different.
It was the 24th of December 1962. There were
no lights around the windows or external
decorations. No cars on the streets or obvious
signs of the season. But you could feel it in the air,
the mystical ‘spirit’ of Christmas!
I had taken this route from the prefabs to my
Nanna’s house on Kings Road often, but today
my shopping bag was full of ingredients for a
festive feast! And my mind was burbling over in
anticipation of what was to come. Christmases
had a more simpler, authentic quality about them
back then. Uncluttered by commercialism and
material expectations.
I remember walking into peoples homes and
being greeted by the smell of pine emanating from
their small sparsely decorated trees.
There was always a modest collection of
treasured ornaments on display. We’d carol sing
around the village on bitter cold nights for a mere
few pennies.

The men making their way back from the pubs
for their Christmas dinner. Many of them puffing
and coughing along the way, lungs filled with
silicosis.

A simple meal “Fit for a King”. One of the
highlights of Christmas day was going down to
the club to pick up our presents.

Those very significant presents were made
possible by a fund the men paid into all year.
Unknown to me then, these were the only real
toys some Aylesham children got.
To all the men that contributed to that fund,
from the heart of an ‘Old Kid’, I thank you!
Pauline Holyoak (nee Wellings)

ORIGINS OF THE CHRISTMAS CARNIVAL
“IN THE BEGINNING
The Carnival was the idea of Granville
Cosier. An open letter to the people of
Aylesham was displayed at the Post Office
proposing the idea. A committee was
formed, funds were raised and an awful lot
of hard work has been completed by every
one involved. At last the arrangements are
finalised and judging by the programme
it’s going to be a really good party for
Aylesham - enjoy the day. ”
Dec 2001
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Make a date with the

Arts Club Calendar

THANKS for all the
messages of support
for the revival of
the community
magazine.
We have now received funding
from the Workshop Trust, the

FULL COLOUR
prints of some of
the club’s art work
inspired by the
village.

£3 each

Back Your Community Magazine!

From village shops and Bechange

Saint Finbarr’s
Roman Catholic Church
Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3EZ
Phone: 01304 206766

Parish Council and Dover
District Council. This has
enabled us to look at least a year
ahead, and develop the project.
Local businesses have been
great, and for every page of
adverts we get, we are able to
produce a further four pages of
useful community information
and reports.

We are looking out for
HERO VOLUNTEERS!
Writers, Deisgners,
Photographers, Editors,
Journalists, Delivery
Team ...
ayleshamintouch@gmail.com

•

MASS TIMES

Wednesday 10.15am.
Sundays 11.15am
Christmas Eve 9pm
(Carols from 8.30)

Christmas Day 10am
Our parish priests are
Fr Jeff , Fr Leo, and Fr Jamie
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or look online at

ayleshamintouch.com

n Advertising is easy – we can
design and layout an advert
for you. Prices are reasonable from just £40 for a quarter page.
Email us on
ayleshamintouch@gmail.com
Or text message to:
07526 184 472 - we are unable
to guarantee to answer voice
calls as we are a volunteers only
group.
n Send us your news - we are a
quarterly magazine, but we will
be producing short run updates
inbetween the full magazines.
It is great to get news from
groups in the village, and to help
publicise future events. This way
the story of Aylesham continues
to be told, and remembered.
n Why not join the team?
There are so many roles
involved in producing a
magazine. Many of them are
listed on the advert (right).
You don’t need to commit to
time you don’t have – just to
what is manageable. And no
experience is necessary – just an
enthusiasm for the project.
NEXT EDITION: February ’22
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it’s good to read
Books are a gift for life
How important are books? How
important is reading? Well, it
really depends who you ask.
Some will tell you it doesn’t
matter at all and they got by fine
without it and then others, like
myself, see it as one of the most
important skills you could ever
develop in life.
In a world of internet fame and mass media
consumed through a lens it’s very easy to forget
the humble book and yet it influences so much.
If you’ve ever been to the cinema, it’s likely
that you’ve seen a film either taken from, or
influenced by, a book (I also include comics).
If you’re a young child going through school,
your SATs maths papers involve paragraphed
questions which you have to read rather than
the 4 + 4 = style questions of my day. If you’re
applying for a loan or a job position, running
your own business or apply for a driving license
you’re expected to be able to read the paperwork
you sign.
CHRISTMAS
So, with Christmas fast approaching what’s
the greatest gift you can give... simply put its a
book.
A book isn’t just ink and paper, it’s hope, it’s an
escape, it inspires, introduces you to adventure
or the world, it stirs emotion.
It’s a new world you may never be able to
live in but you can still experience through
imagination and the people with the biggest
imaginations are children.
There are so many important things that come
from encouraging children to read (even if you
find it difficult yourself).
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From self-esteem and confidence to sight
spelling, creativity, improved memory,
visualisation, education and future employability
to name but a few. And it almost doesn’t matter
what they’re reading (though I wouldn’t suggest
Stephen King or such for children).
Having spent many years in primary
education, and the book trade before that, what
I would say is: Let Them read something they
enjoy!
VARIETY
Nothing fosters a love of books in children
more than reading something they enjoy. Most
school reading programmes are made up heavily
of ORTs. Biff, Chip and Kipper (they’ve also
been in schools for 35 years now) and what
children need is variety of interest and material.

Our Hidden Library
IN THE village of Aylesham, nestled out of sight – where
the old secondary school used to be, you will find Aylesham
Workshop Trust, with the library hidden inside.
Although smaller than other libraries, our library still
offers a vast array of books and resources to suit everyone
including PCs, A4 printing, photocopying, and scanning
facilities.
Did you know there is the option to reserve the books you
love for collection at the library. So, if you haven’t visited us
yet we would love for you to pop by and explore all we have
to offer.
See the library opening times (right) and for further
details visit www.kent.gov.uk/libraries
or call 03000 41 31 31 and ask for Aylesham!

Aylesham
Library is
OPEN:

n Tuesday & Thursday
9.30am to 12.30pm
1.30am to 5pm
n Friday
9.30am to 12.30pm
1pm to 4pm
n Saturday
9.30am to 1.30pm

Some children will prefer books that are
factual or historical fiction.
I’ve known children fascinated by Horrible
Histories and The Guinness World Records,
one’s who love fairy or animal stories, spies,
strong female leads or (particularly) boys that
can let a whole day go by with their heads in
comics.
All of this was wonderful to see and
encourage, knowing that in some small way we
could do the best for all the children through
reading. And who wouldn’t want the best for
their children?
So, this Christmas give the gift of a future
full of all the wonderful advantages listed
above and if you’re not sure what a child might
like ask them or better yet take them to a
bookshop and find out together. Failing that
there’s a couple of useful links below.
David Britnell, Aylesham Hub
LOOKING FOR INSPIRATION?
GOOGLE:
peters.co.uk
and
booktrust.org.uk

rivener Stonemason
Neil Sc

Neil Scrivener
Monumental Stonemason
kentstone@hotmail.co.uk
01304 820882 07970 810342
Ackholt Road, Aylesham CT3 3AJ
kentstonemason.co.uk
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Sara and St John
“Wednesday 17th November was
a very special day for me.

I had been invited to London to the Order of St
John for my investiture into The Most Venerable
Order of The Hospital of St John (The Order of St
John) as an Officer.
My journey with St John Ambulance began
back in 1987 when I joined as a first aider. I
then found out my maternal grandparents had
met through St John in Portsmouth where my
grandfather was a Corp Superintendent and my
grandmother was a nursing member.
I quickly grew to love volunteering with young
people and helping injured people on events.
Over time (and particularly whilst my children
were small) I concentrated on training youth and
either was running the unit or helping to run a
unit in different towns in East Kent.
Sadly at the end of 2014 I had to hang up my
uniform due to a chronic back problem, but I

remained in the
organisation on
the safeguarding
team. For 5 years
I was the District
Safeguarding
Officer for
Kent, as well as
a safeguarding
SARA SHEPPARD
trainer.
Since 2020 I have taken a bit of a backseat but
am still a safeguarding trainer and part of the
team.
This day, for me, was about the recognition
of my service to the organisation particularly
with young people and in Safeguarding. Joining
The Order is by invitation only and subject to
personal sanction by Her Majesty so it is, for me,
a huge honour and my day was one of the best
days of my life.
Sara Sheppard

A week with Revd Nick

A visit from Bishop Rose
On Wednesday 10th November, St Paul’s
youth group were excited to welcome
Bishop Rose as a visitor to their youth
group.
Bishop Rose had let it be known that she
was keen to play some table tennis and
she didn’t disappoint!

While the youth enjoyed eaFng their
Knickerbocker glories and making
Christmas decoraFons, Bishop Rose
played table tennis with Rhys and
Megan.
She then answered quesFons prepared
by the youth group and spoke about her
childhood growing up in Jamaica and
passed on some life experiences. It was a
really great night for us all.
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Monday: I’m up early and into the
church to set up for our Sunbeams
toddler group which is open from 9-11
am. Then I catch up with emails and
phone calls unFl 6pm when we have our
Monday Youth Group round.
Tuesday: I’m busy preparing for the
Sunday service and possibly meeFng
people for hall bookings, bapFsms and
funerals. We have our house group
meeFng in the evening.
Wednesday: It’s Sunbeams toddler group
again 9-11 so it’s an early start to get set
up. We then hold our youth group from
6-7.30pm in the evening, so we need to
prepare for that.
Thursday: I always meet for morning
prayers at 9am with our deanery
partners in Barham Downs Beneﬁce. We
have a Brunch in church fortnightly,
10.30-12. Then in the aYernoon we have
Thursday Special for primary aged
children.
Friday: This is my day oﬀ and we like to
go out for the day and catch up with
friends.
Saturday: I spend most of the day
preparing for Sunday and might have a
meeFng or visit to do.
Sunday: I am usually at the church
se[ng up for our Sunday morning
service at 10.30 am. On the ﬁrst Sunday
of the month we have an evening
worship event and I like to catch up with
the family and the week’s football if
possible!
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business matters
WORKSHOP TRUST
UPDATE By Lisa Pope
Local funeral service move in

Watson & Bell Ltd is a small Independent family
run funeral service owned by Nick Davis.
Nick has been involved in the funeral industry
for over 20 years and is also a local resident.
Watson & Bell was introduced to the village in
2018 after Nick’s Dad Terry Davis retired from T.
Davis & Son.
The Davis family have been serving Aylesham
and surrounding villages for over 25 years and
together have served many families through a very
difficult time.
After nearly 20 years in Cornwallis Ave they are
moving their office to unit 3 Aylesham Project in
Ackholt road.
Still offering a personal and unique service to
families, this move is to offer a quieter location

with ample parking to families needing their
service. Still available on:-01304 840880
There will still be a notice board outside 63
Cornwallis that many residents find useful, with
pending funerals and news.
Nick is very excited for the coming changes and
feels that it will offer comfort and accessibility to
patrons of his service.
63 Cornwallis will become the home of Hetty’s
Florist & Gifts offering flowers for all occasions
to the village. Free local delivery and orders taken
over the phone or in person with Becky who has
years of experience as a florist. Call: 01304 755755

Cooked With Love Festive Offer:
New proprietors at the project Café, on Ackholt
Road – Cooked with Love – are settling into the
Café nicely and have a new exciting menu. They
will also be offering Festive Meals from 21st
November – look out for the menu. For enquiries
or bookings please call 0736 8832244

www.awt.org.uk
Aylesham Community Project, Ackholt Road, Aylesham, Kent CT3 3AJ

☎ 01304 842826

l Conference/Training Rooms for hire
l Hall Hire for Community Groups
l Ofﬁce Space Available – Easy in Easy out terms

★ LOVELY MODERN OFFICES AVAILABLE NOW ★

All offices come with fast internet and natural light. some with lovely rural views.
Ample car parking, easy walking distance from Bus Stop and Train Station. Competitively priced with easy in easy out tenancy.
For more information please call Lisa on 01304 842826

COMMUNITY GRANTS

Community Groups in Aylesham, Elvington, Tilmanstone, Betteshanger and Mill Hill Deal are invited
to apply for grants from the Kent Coalfield Community Fund.
This money is available in partnership with The Coalfield Regeneration Trust.
For more information call Lisa on 01304 842826
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The importance of making a Will
By Sara Sheppard

ULTIMATE CONTROL is achieved
by writing your Will, yet 60% of
the UK adult population don’t have
a valid Will in place.
We use the term valid because some well-meaning
people do have a Will but won’t realise that it’s invalid
or that a gift within it may fail, perhaps because it was
written by someone who frankly doesn’t know what
they’re doing.
If you do decide to write a Will, please seek
professional advice. Don’t rely on the ‘advice’ of your
friend who says, you can write one yourself or do it
online for £19.99. Whilst this may be the case, in writing
it yourself you may be drafting all sorts of issues that are
likely to come to light only when you die.
We have put together three handy tips regarding the
importance of a Will.
Tip 1
Your Will gives you the power to decide what goes
to who.. Sounds simple, doesn’t it? Well without a Will,
the rules of intestacy will define the distribution of your
estate and this may not be what you want. Additionally,
the rules are dictated by the value of your estate so
not everything will go to your spouse or civil partner
necessarily. If you have a Will and would like a free
review of it, speak to Sara here at SLS Wills and More and
she will look at it and in speaking to you confirm whether
it does what you are expecting.
Tip 2
If you’re a parent of a minor child (someone under the
age of 18), write a Will! Again, this is common sense to
many but lots of first-time parents or parents of young
children haven’t got Wills! This means that they haven’t
appointed a legal guardian for the children and in reality,
if something should happen to them, the courts will
decide who has legal responsibility for your children. This
means that the godparents you have elected may not be
chosen.
Tip 3
One of the most common misconceptions is that my
partner will get everything. Someone tied in with Tip
1, an unmarried partner won’t inherit under the laws of
intestacy so if you are not married but want your partner
to inherit, write a Will. Finally, if you are married but
wrote your Will prior to marriage then it may have been
revoked. Marriage revokes a Will unless there is a specific

clause drafted in which means the Will is being written in
contemplation of marriage. Again, we are happy to cast
an eye of your Will to check it for you FREE of charge.
SARA AT SLS has over 35 years’ experience in
estate planning and has worked in a number of law
firms prior to setting up SLS Wills and More. She is
full TEP (STEP Qualified), a Fellow member of the
Society of Will Writers and sits on their Professional
Standards Board. This means you can trust that
she knows what she is doing. She also drafts Wills
for and mentors other professionals.
Sara can be contacted on 01304 577998 or you can visit
her website www.slswillsandmore.co.uk

PLANNING FOR
PEACE OF MIND

Helping you to put in place:
• Estate Planning
• Bespoke Wills
• Lasting Powers of Attorney

I can help with applying for a
Grant of Probate along with other
related services
Please call for an appointment on

01304
577998
or email: info@slswillsandmore.co.uk

www.slswillsandmore.co.uk
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Thinking about extending...

TOP TIP for beating the freeze

A regular column by Keith Mansell of Manse Designs

Loft Conversion or Class B – Roof Extensions
A common way of
creating more space
in the home is via
the loft conversion.
It is very rare to have a Class
B Permitted Development
(PD) right removed under
planning conditions, so it
is highly likely that you can
undertake a loft conversion
without the need for planning
permission unless your
property lies within ‘Article
2(3) land’.
These are areas such as
a conservation area, an
AONB (area of outstanding
natural beauty) or some
other sensitive areas. If you
live in one of these then you
will need to seek planning
permission.
To increase the amount of
room you can gain in the attic
from a loft conversion you
will most likely be looking to
add a dormer. You can not
add a dormer to the front or
‘Principle elevation’ under PD
however you can add them
to the rear elevation without
planning permission.
The rear dormer must not
go higher than the existing
roof ridgeline and the face of
the dormer must be set back
from the eaves by at least
20cm measured along the roof
slope.
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If you are an
end terrace/
detached property
another way to
add roof space is
to do a hip-togable enlargement.

With a dormer you must
check the additional volume
being added as you are only
allowed an extra 40 cubic
metres for a terrace or 50
cubic metres for a semidetached/detached property.
Remember this is extra
volume so the existing roof
space is not included in that
volume calculation.

This type of
addition also
falls under
your PD rights
but you must add this to
your additional volume
calculations. See the detail
drawing (above left) to better
explain the hip-to-gable
enlargement.

Even the most looked after boiler
will struggle to function if its
condensate pipe freezes. Luckily,
it’s not a difficult job to put
things right if it does happen.
Firstly, confirm the condensate pipe is frozen.
Depending on the make and model of your
boiler, a frozen condensate pipe may be indicated
by a ‘fault code’ or warning light on the boiler’s
display. Gurgling or bubbling sounds coming
from the boiler or the condensate pipe are
another sign that the condensate pipe has frozen.
Locate the blockage: the pipe is probably
frozen at its most exposed point. This may be
the open end of the pipe, or at a bend or elbow.
Running your hands over the pipe until you find
a section that feels colder than the rest should
help you identify the blockage quickly.

There are some Building
Regulation items to check
before you start work but if
you have any questions then
please get in touch.

CALL NOW FOR
A QUOTE

Use hot water to thaw the pipe using a jug or
watering can. Pour hot water along the length
of the pipe, repeating the process until the pipe
has thawed (do not use boiling water as this can
crack or damage the pipe).
If you’re using a kettle, make sure to cool the
kettle for at least 15 minutes once it’s boiled.
Alternatively, you can use a hot water bottle or a
heat pack to slowly defrost the pipe.
Jamie bewisegasandplumbing.co.uk

3 BREAKDOWNS
3 INSTALLS
3 POWER FLUSHING
3P
 LUMBING SYSTEM 		
UPGRADES
3 SERVICING
3 LANDLORD GAS AND
SAFETY INSPECTIONS
3 LPG HEATING SERVICE
3 OIL-FIRED HEATING

07944 022043
Bewisegas
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SERVICES LTD

01304 841537 07517 607888
www.onecallelectricalservices.com

Email: alan@onecallelectricalservices.com

Emergency Electrician
any Day or Night
Available 24 hours
All kinds of electrical work undertaken
No job too small
All work insured and certificates issued

l Light Fittings
l Replacement

Sockets
l Electrical
Installations
l Complete Re-wires
l Electrical supplies
l 24hr Emergency
Call Out
l Fully Qualified
Engineers
NICEIC
Approved
Contractor
‘Trust Mark’ Member
Fully Part P
Registered

9

YEARS OF AYLESHAM RUGBY
BACK in 1980, for the 50th anniversary of the Club,
KEN MELLINS looked back to the beginning in 1930s
Aylesham. Here we reprint the story, with thanks to
Aylesham Heritage Centre

“SNOWDOWN Colliery Welfare
Rugby Football Club was founded
in 1930 by the miners of
Snowdown.
The ground was in the nearby village of
Aylesham at the Welfare in Spinney Lane. Their
headquarters was the local hotel, the Greyhound.
Three Welshmen, Sam Prosser, Charlie
Roberts (Captain) and John Jenkins (Secretary)
were responsible for forming the side. The
President was Mr Philip Wild, the licensee of the
Greyhound Hotel. Two of the players that played
in the first season in 1930 was Idris Prosser and
Len Loomer, who still support the Club and will
be at the Club’s Jubilee Supper in October.
In the 1930’s to 40’s Snowdown played most of
the Club sides in Kent and South London, some
of the names that hit the news in the early days
was Bert Fisher, a County player from Derbyshire
at scrum half, Idris Prosser a hooker who played
in many Kent representative games. Then there
was Dave Robson, the only Englishman playing
with fourteen Welshmen in this period.
In these early days Snowdown were honoured
when Vivian Jenkins, the famous Welsh player,
played for the Club when he was at Dover
College.
During the war Snowdown continued to play
mainly service sides who were stationed in East
Kent.
After the war in 1945 the Club was run by a
name that became a symbol in Kent Rugby –
“Cliff Edmonds”. The Edmonds family came to
Aylesham in 1938, there were five brothers all
playing for the Club, four of them, Cliff, Ronnie,
Len and Granville in the same side. Ray, the
younger, played later. In this period the Club
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flourished with players like Johnnie Oliver and
Bob McInnis, the latter playing in all fifteen
positions for the Club and helping to run it.
In 1951 Rugby Football was introduced into
the Aylesham school by three teachers, Dick
Room, Jim Towel and Jack Davies, all who palyed
for the Club for a number of years.
In 1960 the Club lost most of its senior
members and officials and it was left to another
teacher, Taffy Thorne, a name that will always be
remembered in Snowdown Rugby Football Club,
to run the Club. He persuaded most of the young
players from Aylesham school to play for the
Club but the Club suffered because it didn’t have
enough senior players to support it.
In 1961 when a general meeting was called
there were only four members present, Taff
Thorne, Ken Mellin, John Oliver and Spencer
Palmer. A vote was taken whether to close the
Club or not, the vote was 2 • 2 but as Ken Mellin
was acting chairman he used the deciding vote
too keep the Club open.
When the first game was to be palyed against
Old Juddians, Snowdown only had nine players
but Taff Thorne and Ken Mellin went round the
village and got enough players to fulfil the fixture.
In 1961-62 season Snowdown played 24 games,
they won 7 and lost 17 but the Club saw the
season through. For the next two seasons the
Club started to pick up with young members
from the school encouraged by Taff Thorne to
come into the Club.
In 1964-65 two young members of the Club,
Henry Garlinge and Willa Lovett said they could
get enough players to run two sides and on 24th
September, 1964, Snowdown AXV took the field
against Betteshanger winning 21 - 3. After that
Snowdown went from strength to strength and
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l AYLESHAM PARISH COUNCIL

THE 1980s TEAM: can you name them?

for the next 6 years they were one of the most
successful sides in Kent, with players like Glyn
Gough playing for Kent and Blackheath.
Ken Mellin, Dave Henderson and Colin Owen
all playing in games for Kent sides and the half
back partners of Peter Stow and John Rhodes, the
most consistent in Kent, are some of the players
who come to mind.
In 1970 excitement rose in the village and the
Rugby Club when it was said that the new P.E.
master coming to Aylesham School was a Welsh
schoolboy captain. This teacher was a quiet
Welshman named Lester Powell. Snowdown
Rugby Football Club and Kent Rugby soon heard
about this player as he proved his skills on the
rugby football field. He also. changed the style
of Snowdown Rugby Football Club when he
brought a more competitive spirit into the side.
In 1972 he helped Snowdown win their first
“Sevens Tournament” at Canterbury. Snowdown
now ran four sides, three sides on Saturday
and a Colts side on Sunday. Snowdown’s most
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successful season was In 1977-78 when the Club
got to the semifinal of the Kent Cup playing
Maidstone at Chatham and going down by 19
points to 6.
Snowdown’s future looks good with a blend of
young and old players the Club, with a playing
staff of over 80 players and with hard working
officials and committees.
This season being Snowdown’s 50th Year they
have got some very attractive fixtures arranged.
Their first being against the Wasps Rugby
Football Club from London on 13 September.
Snowdown are also playing Kent Clubs, East
Kent Clubs and a Golden Oldies game against
East Kent. Snowdown colts are playing Dover
College to commemorate the very first game that
Snowdown Rugby Football Club played.
Snowdown hope to continue playing Rugby
Football in Kent for another fifty years as they
have in the last fifty years.

Ken Mellins writing in 1980

Dorman Avenue South, Aylesham CT3 3AD
Chairman Mark Townsend
Vice Chair Jamie Pout
Parish Clerk & RFO Kate Robinson
Assistant Clerk (Acting) Nicola Purcell
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday’s 09.30-15.30
ayleshamparishcouncil@btinternet.com
Telephone: Parish Clerk 07830 312500
Assistant Clerk 07830 353872
Website: www.ayleshampc.co.uk

l YOUR DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Aylesham and Snowdown form part of Dover
District Council’s ward of Aylesham, Eythorne
and Shepherdswell, represented by three
councillors.
They are:
Cllr Linda Keen, Labour,
01227 830790
cllr-linda.keen@dover.gov.uk
Cllr Peter Walker, Independent,
07768 106009
cllr-peter.walker@dover.gov.uk
Cllr Charles Woodgate, Labour,
cllr-charles.woodgate@dover.gov.uk
Further details about their individual council
responsibilities can be viewed on the Dover
District Council website www.dover.gov.uk
AYLESHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Dorman Avenue South CT3 3AA
• Sunday Services 10.30am
• Renew61 - A shared space where it’s ok to not be
ok - Mondays 10am -12
• ABC Toddler Group - Fridays 9.30am - 11.30am
(term time)
Contact - ayleshambaptist@gmail.com
find us on facebook search ‘Aylesham Baptist’
www.ayleshambaptistfreechurch.co.uk

AYLESHAM BUSINESS NETWORK
Local businesses supporting each other and the
community in Aylesham District. Please contact
our chair, Sara Sheppard, on 07951 736021 for more
information about how you can get involved or visit
our website www.ayleshambusinessnetwork.co.uk or
follow us on Facebook: AyleshamBusinessNetwork
AYLESHAM HEALTH CENTRE
Queens Rd, Aylesham, Canterbury CT3 3BB
01304 843783
AYLESHAM HUB
Community Co-Operative
ayleshamhub@gmail.com
AYLESHAM LIBRARY
Ackholt Road
03000 413131
AYLESHAM MAJORETTES We are the local
Majorette troupe who teach young children how to
become a Majorette and take part in carnivals, fetes
and do displays of what to show off our talent
Email: ayleshamajorettes@hotmail.com
Mob: 07709314680
AYLESHAM MEDICAL PRACTICE
Aylesham Health Centre, Queens Rd, Aylesham,
Canterbury CT3 3BB
Phone: 01304 840415
AYLESHAM POST OFFICE
Market Pl, Aylesham, Canterbury CT3 3DZ
Phone: 01304 840457
AYLESHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL
Address: Attlee Ave, CT3 3BS
Phone: 01304 840392
AYLESHAM WELFARE LEISURE CENTRE
Spinney Ln, Aylesham, Canterbury CT3 3BE:
Phone: 01304 840661
SNOWDOWN AND AYLESHAM YOUTH F.C.
Spinney Lane CT3 3BE
Contact Details 07866132438
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COMMUNITY
INVICTA COMMUNITY & LEISURE
Support and play for families with young children
available at Aylesham Welfare Leisure Centre every
Thursday morning 10am till 11am also we have help
and advice with benefits, form filling, understanding
bills, housing issues, disability benefits available from
community support workers 11am till 1pm and then
1pm till 3pm people can book sessions to help them
access and use tablet computers and mobile phones,
learn how to use apps, get online, keep in touch
with others, online shopping etc. Email c.rowe@
westfavershamca.org or call 01795537321 and ask to
speak to Courtney or Vicky.
Aylesham Welfare Leisure Centre, Spinney Lane,
Aylesham, CT3 3BE
Phone Number: 01795537321
NONINGTON DOLPHINS CHILDREN’S CLUB
for ages 6 yrs to 11 yrs
Every Friday at Dolphins Hall, Easole Street,
Nonington (by the Baptist Chapel)
First week is Free then £2.00 a week - includes a
drink and light refreshments.
We enjoy Art, Crafts, Games, Bingo , local
educational outings and lots of amazing FUN! Come
and meet other children from other local primary
schools. Dolphins has been going for 25 years,
we are DBS checked, first aid and I have been the
leader for these years with fantastic help and many
local children have enjoyed Friday nights and our
outings. If you are interested, come down or phone
me Pauline Catterall 01304 840783 or email me on
paulinecatterall08@gmail.com for more information.
Bechange Community Hub

BECHANGE COMMUNITY HUB
Ackholt Road, Aylesham, CT3 3AJ
Tel: 01304 840134 enquiries@bechange.org.uk
ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Ackholt Road, CT3 3AS If you would like any further
information, to book a tour of the school, or for any
general enquiries please contact us.
Email: office@st-josephs-aylesham.kcsp.org
Phone: 01304 840370 Web: stjosephs-aylesham.co.uk
Facebook: STJOSAYLESHAM
Twitter: @stjosephsayl
ST PETER’S CHURCH We are the Parish church
of St Peter’s Aylesham in the Church of England.
Sunday services are at 10.30am with Sunday Club
for children. We run Sunbeams Soft Play for ages 0
- 4yrs Monday and Wednesday 9am - 11am, Youth
Group for children Year 6 and up on Wednesday
6pm - 7.30pm, and ‘Elevenses’ a fortnightly breakfast
Thursday 10.30am - 12.00. Our hall is available for
private hire.
Phone: 07535 999482. Facedbook: stpetersaylesham
Email: stpetersaylesham@gmail.com
Web: www.stpetersaylesham.co.uk
Dorman Avenue North CT3 3BL
Email: stpetersaylesham@gmail.com
SNOWDOWN COLLIERY WELFARE BAND
snowdownband@gmail.com
FB: snowdownband
SNOWDOWN COLLIERY WELFARE F.C.
Spinney Lane, Aylesham CT3 3AF

HOME AND BUSINESS
To list your group, organisation or business on these pages, visit

ayleshamintouch.com

SLS WILLS AND MORE LIMITED
Estate Planning Consultant, helping you to put in
place bespoke Wills, Lasting Powers of Attorney and
can also help with applying for a Grant of Probate
along with other related services. I make sure that
your documents are bespoke to your circumstances,
rather than a generic document which may not suit.
For more information, please visit
www.slswillsandmore.co.uk
Please call for an appointment on 01304 577998, or
email info@slswillsandmore.co.uk
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MANSE DESIGNS LTD
offers Architectural Services. We are able to offer
services for both Planning and Building Regulations.
We produce details and submit applications to
Local Planning Authorities for extensions and new
builds, which may include full planning application,
variation of conditions and also approval of
conditions. We can also advise on your permitted
development rights and if you would require
planning permission.
www.mansedesigns.co.uk
Phone: 07568 067802
Email: keith@mansedesigns.co.uk

HOME AND BUSINESS
SLIMMING WORLD WITH CLARE
Tuesdays 4:30pm & 6:00pm
St Peters Church - Aylesham
Call/Text: Clare on 07884 123 407
BRIGHT ACCOUNTING SOLUTIONS LTD
Chartered Accountants 0203 603 2304
3 Garrity House, Aylesham, CT3 3BF
FARMERS MARKET
Whitfield Village Hall, Madley Close, Whitfield
CT16 3LY. 9- 12pm every Thursday
NAJ INDIAN TAKEAWAY
Open 6 days a week: Tue-Sun 5pm to 10pm
01304 840 216. 10 Market Place, Aylesham,
Canterbury CT3 3EY www.najtakeaway.co.uk
MACS CARS
PRIVATE HIRE - 07594 998 468
AYLESHAM HAIR & BEAUTY
01304 842299 62 Market Place,
Aylesham CT3 3DZ
DAL’S LAUNDRY SERVICE
Collection & Delivery available
0777 250 8884
AYLESHAM’S SNACK BOX
62 Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3DZ
01304 448822

FARMERS
MARKET
Nonington Village Hall
Easole Street,
Nonington
1st Friday of
the month

DENISE CALDWELL HAIR AND BEAUTY
Unit 1 Ac kholt Road, Aylesham CT3 3A
01304 842034
BE WISE GAS AND PLUMBING
Call now for a quote 07944 022043
TFP SEWING STUDIO
3 Aylesham Business Park, Ackholt Road, Aylesham
CT3 3AJ
Tel: 07424 807439
ONE CALL ELECTRICAL
24 hour service. Tel: 01304 841537 or 07517 607888
WATSON & BELL
Funeral services.63 Cornwallis Ave, Aylesham CT3
3HG Tel 01304 840880
NEIL SCRIVENER STONEMASON
Ackholt Road, Aylesham CT3 3AJ 01304 820882
ADCWT - WORKSHOP TRUST
Ackholt Road, Aylesham CT3 3AJ
Tel: 01304 842826
AYLESHAM HOME & PET STORE
66 Market Place, Aylesham CT3 3DZ
Phone: 01304 447767
ANGEL FEET REFLEXOLOGY
07542 763141

Public Meeting
of the Socialist Campaign
Group (SCG)

Speakers include a
Labour MP (tba)
Aylesham Community
Workshop Trust
Ackholt Road

Saturday 15th January
2-5pm
Everyone welcome
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All aboard the
Polar Express!

FREE Kid’s

Cinema date
BOOK FREE
TICKETS
FOR THE

12.30
SHOW

Book tickets by
scanning the
QR code (above
and right). The
FREE tickets are
booked through
Eventbrite.

FREE screenings
of this popular
Christmas movie
in Aylesham –
brought to you by
the new People’s
Cinema group.

sunday

19 Dec

n All local children school
years 1 – 6
n Parents and carers
may attend, but must be
accompanied by a child!
n Two screenings, 12.30pm
and 3pm sharp.
n Book now - limited number
of tickets available.

BOOK FREE
TICKETS
FOR THE

3PM
SHOW

With support from the Parish Council,
Workshop Trust and 360Cinema

At the Workshop Trust
Ackholt Road

SPORT

ayleshamintouch@gmail.com

glories and players of the veteran
team licked their wounds,
members of Snowdown Colliery
Welfare Male Voice Choir led
the sing-along, going around
the nations with The Fields
of Athenry, Cwm Rhondda,
Jerusalem, The Flower of
Scotland. Finishing with Wild
Rover and, of course, Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot. A great event
and already invited back for the
100th season! True testament to
the long-standing pastimes the
miners brought with them, from
all over the UK, with the Male
Voice Choir, Brass Band and
Rugby; all of which are still in
evidence today and each of these
organisations keep the colliery
name as their identity.
Regrettably, the club president
Patrick Cuffe was unable to
attend, hence James Ritson
poignantly toasted absent
friends, it is a testimony to all
the members and supporters
who are sadly departed that the
club enters its 90th year in great
heart.
The Carly family presented the
man of the match award “John
Carly Cup” to Mal Cullen for a
truly outstanding performance
for the Veterans.

Opposite Bechange and the Library
BOOK NOW
limited spaces
available!
Shows start at
times shown
– there are
no trailers or
adverts!
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Snowdown Colliery Welfare
Rugby Club caps were presented
to John Rhodes, Duncan Moses
and Dave Henderson for services
to the club, the energy, passion
and commitment all three of

9

YEARS OF AYLESHAM RUGBY
See also pages
4, 37, 39, 44

IN ACTION against Thanet Wanderers in 2018
these stalwarts of the club have
reflects on how the club is run
today, it was a pleasure and
privilege to present them with
these Caps (see page 4).
With the formalities out of
the way guests revelled in what
remained of the evening and the
bar! An event enjoyed by all so
thanks must go all of those who
joined us and to those who made
it possible; in particular Ann
Woodgate (Budgie) and Andrew

Hodgson whose months of hard
work paid off as the celebrations
ran without a hitch.
Snowdown Colliery Welfare
Rugby Club welcome new
players of all ages, sizes and
abilities, ranging from the highly
competitive through to the social
player.
If you are interested in joining
SCWRFC please email us at:
snowdowncwr.sec@gmail.com
Dale House

SCWRFC FIXTURES 21/22

4TH DECEMBER – HOME – THANET WANDERERS II
11TH DECEMBER – HOME – DOVER II
18TH DECEMBER – AWAY – SEVENOAKS IV
8TH JANUARY – HOME – CRANBROOK II
22ND JANUARY – HOME – MEDWAY IV
29TH JANUARY – AWAY – ASHFORD II
12TH FEBRUARY – HOME – CANTERBURY III
19TH FEBRUARY – AWAY – TONBRIDGE III
12TH MARCH – AWAY – THANET WANDERERS II
26TH MARCH – AWAY- DOVER II
2ND APRIL – HOME – DEAL AND BETTS II
Facebook: Snowy Ruggers
Instagram: @snowdowncrfc
Aylesham Welfare Leisure Centre, CT3 3BE

SPORT REPORTS, CLUB FIXTURES AND RESULTS LISTINGS WELCOME ayleshamintouch@gmail.com
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SNOWDOWN Colliery
Welfare Rugby Club is
one of the oldest and
most respected clubs
in East Kent playing
a significant role in
community life for
generations.

The rugby Club occupies a
unique and special place in the
history of the game in Kent.
It has produced county class
players and performances
through the decades, and its
name is synonymous with hard,
strong rugby.

HOW’S YOUR
TEAM DOING?

Send us your reports,
news, fixtures and results:
ayleshamintouch@gmail.com

YEARS OF AYLESHAM RUGBY
“After nearly two years in
the planning, it was great
to finally go ahead with our
90th year celebrations”
The club has had to adapt and
evolve as the landscape of rugby
and the village has changed, but
it has preserved its strong values
and passion for our great game.
We owe a debt to the
generations of players, coaches,
support staff and volunteers for
their tireless commitment that
has made Snowdown Colliery
Welfare Rugby Club what
it is today. It gives us all the
great opportunity to showcase
the facilities that have been
developed at the Welfare ground.
To kick off the 90th
celebrations the current team
played against a veteran 15 in
front a packed Welfare ground in

a highly entertaining and fiercely
contested game, with the current
team eventually winning 12 – 3.
It was then back to the
Leisure Centre to carry on the
celebrations, unfortunately
space was limited so we could
not invite representatives from
all the local clubs, especially
Deal - Bettshanger and Thanet
Wanderers, two local clubs that
we have had a long-standing
affinity with. We are planning
on having a Presidents Day and
Dinner later in the season, 22nd
January 2022 hopefully we will
capture everyone then.
While all the old players
waxed lyrical about their former

Aylesham Heritage Centre
has a great collection of sporting records for the village.
The group meets every Wednesday at Aylesham House,
Dorman Ave North 11am - 2pm
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